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 See something different!

In addition to the special events in this newsletter, Amherst Cinema shows current-release film on four screens every day.
Visit amherstcinema.org and join our weekly e-newsletter for the latest offerings. 
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FANTASTIC FUNGI
Tue, Mar 24, 7pm  |  Thu, Mar 26, 7pm
d. Louie Schwartzberg, 2019, 81 min - FANTASTIC FUNGI 
is a vivid journey into the mysterious subterranean 
world of mycelium and its fruit—the mushroom. 
On March 24: Paul Lagreze and Elijah Lagreze of New 
England Wild Edibles will introduce the film, speaking 
on mushroom cultivating, foraging, and cooking.
On March 26: The film will be shown with exclusive 
content, available on this date only.

films of Kelly Reichardt

FANTASTIC FUNGI

Compelling films paired with lively talks by 
experts in science, technology, and medicine. 
Science on Screen® is an initiative of the Coolidge Corner Theatre 
with major support from the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation.

WENDY AND LUCY
Sun, Mar 15, 2pm  |  Wed, Mar 18, 7pm 
2008, 80 min - Wendy (Michelle Williams) is driving to 
Alaska in hopes of a summer of lucrative work at a fish 
cannery and the start of a new life with her dog, Lucy. 
When her car breaks down in Oregon, however, the thin 
fabric of her financial situation comes apart, and she 
confronts a series of increasingly dire decisions.

MEEK'S CUTOFF
Sun, Mar 22, 2pm  |  Wed, Mar 25, 7pm 
2011, 104 min - The year is 1845, and a wagon train 
of three families hires mountain man Stephen Meek 
to guide them over Oregon's Cascade Mountains. 
Claiming to know a shortcut, Meek leads the group on 
an unmarked path, only to become lost in the desert. 
Michelle Williams and Paul Dano star.

In anticipation of the March 2020 opening of her new movie, FIRST COW, Amherst Cinema is 
pleased to present four films from the back catalog of director Kelly Reichardt.

Reichardt's dramas are small-scale symphonies; alchemical transmogrifications of the ordinary 
into gripping cinematic experiences. Often collaborating with the same creatives across multiple 
pictures, such as actor Michelle Williams and writer Jonathan Raymond, Reichardt's films turn the 
lens on those in some way at the margins of American communities. Be it a woman living out of her 
car in WENDY AND LUCY, a group of lost 1840s pioneers in MEEK'S CUTOFF, a reclusive ranch hand 
in CERTAIN WOMEN, or a hand-to-mouth ex-hippie in OLD JOY, Reichardt's characters, regardless of 
life circumstances, are deeply and richly human. There may be no other living filmmaker who so fully 
realizes Roger Ebert's assertion that "movies are the most powerful empathy machine in all the arts."

All of which is to say nothing of her films' painterly cinematography, naturalistic and immersive sound 
design, and Reichardt's knack of scouting the perfect space for every scene, often in the wilds of the 
Pacific Northwest.

Reichardt and her work have been honored at the Cannes Film Festival, the Venice Film Festival, the BFI 
London Film Festival, the Film Independent Spirit Awards, and more. 

CERTAIN WOMEN
Sun, Mar 29, 2pm  |  Wed, Apr 1, 7pm 
2016, 107 min - Reichardt directs a remarkable 
ensemble cast led by Laura Dern, Michelle Williams, 
and Lily Gladstone in this triptych of stories about 
women striving to forge their own paths in a small 
Montana town.

OLD JOY
Sun, Apr 5, 2pm  |  Wed, Apr 8, 7pm 
2006, 73 min - Two old friends reunite for a quietly 
revelatory overnight camping trip in this feature from 
Reichardt, a microbudget study of character and 
masculinity starring Daniel London and Will Oldham. 
OLD JOY is a contemplative, wryly observed triumph 
whose modest scale belies the richness of its insight.

CERTAIN WOMEN

OLD JOY

WENDY AND LUCY

MEEK'S CUTOFF
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LEONARDO: THE WORKS
Sat, Feb 29, 12pm
d. Phil Grabsky, 2019, 102 min - Leonardo’s peerless 
paintings are at the core of this film, captured 
in staggering high-definition. Experience every 
single painting attributed to Leonardo, offering 
unparalleled access for the first time on film.

LUCIAN FREUD: A SELF 
PORTRAIT
Sat, Mar 14, 12pm
d. David Bickerstaff, 2020, 85 min - This compelling 
film reveals the life and work of a modern master 
though a unique exhibition of his self-portraits at 
the Royal Academy of Arts, London.

EASTER IN ART
Sun, Apr 12, 12pm
d. Phil Grabsky, 2020, 85 min - This film explores 
the different ways artists – including Caravaggio, 
Raphael, Leonardo, El Greco, Bosch, Rembrandt, 
Munch, Michelangelo and more – have portrayed 
the Easter story through the ages.

OVERSEAS
Thu, Feb 13, 7pm 
d. Sung-A Yoon, 2019, 90 min - OVERSEAS follows a 
group of women in a Phillipines training center, 
preparing to deploy abroad as domestic workers 
or nannies. This documentary brings to light 
questions of modern servitude and personal 
sacrifice in today's globalized economy.
Director Sung-A Yoon in person.

LEONARDO: THE WORKS

RIDGE

Our Bellwether series celebrates fresh approaches 
to fiction, non-fiction, and experimental cinema. 

Filmmakers are always present for post-screening 
Q&As, and these events are free to Amherst Cinema 
Members. Members, reserve your tickets now, 
either online or at the box office.

Check our website for monthly Bellwether 
programs, announced on an ongoing basis.

THE DESTRUCTION OF MEMORY

One-Offs

ASHES TO ASHES
Tue, Feb 25, 7pm & 9pm (two screenings)
d. Taylor Rees, 2019, 26 min - America has yet to heal 
from the trauma of its darkest era, and artist Winfred 
Rembert, a survivor of a lynching attempt, is living 
proof. As he etches history into leatherwork, fellow 
artist Dr. Shirley Jackson Whitaker organizes a 
ceremony to search for healing. Free screenings. 
Discussions with director Taylor Rees and Dr. 
Shirley Jackson Whitaker to follow both shows.

CATVIDEOFEST 2020
Sat, Mar 7, 10:30am  |  Sun, Mar 8, 12pm 
Tue, Mar 10, 7pm  2020, 72 min - CatVideoFest is 
a compilation reel of the latest and best cat videos 
culled from countless hours of unique submissions 
and sourced animations, music videos, and, of 
course, classic internet powerhouses.

THE DESTRUCTION OF MEMORY
Mon, Mar 9, 7pm
d. Tim Slade, 2016, 81 min - When cultural destruction 
is wrought, do victims have any legal recourse? 
This documentary, focusing on recent events in 
and around the Middle East, zeroes in on this 
issue. Post-screening discussion with Professor 
Laetitia La Follette, UMass Amherst Department 
of the History of Art & Architecture and President 
of the Archaeological Institute of America, and 
with Dr. Phoebe Segal, Curator of Ancient Greek 
and Roman Art, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. 
Sponsored by the Western Massachusetts Society 
of the Archaeological Institute of America, 
together with the UMass Amherst Department of 
the History of Art and Architecture and other Five 
College departments.

PICTURE OF HIS LIFE
Mon, Apr 6, 7pm
d. Dani Menkin & Yonatan Nir, 2020, 72 min, English, 
Hebrew, & Inuktitut w/subs - Renowned underwater 
wildlife photographer Amos Nachoum has built a 
career on going face to face, without any protection, 
with the world's most fearsome creatures. He now 
has one final dream: to photograph a polar bear 
while swimming alongside it. Presented as part of 
the Pioneer Valley Jewish Film Festival.

MY NEIGHBOR TOTORO
Sat, Feb 1, 10am  |  Sat, Feb 8, 10am 
d. Hayao Miyazaki, 1988, 86 min - In this Studio Ghibli 
classic, Satsuki and Mei move with their father to a 
new house in the countryside. They soon discover 
that the surrounding forests are home to a family 
of Totoros, gentle but powerful creatures who are 
seen only by children.  

LOONEY TUNES REVUE
Mon Feb 17–Fri Feb 21, 12pm
various directors, 1944-1957, 63 min
This collection of timeless Looney Tunes shorts 
plays daily at noon during school break week.

$5 Family Films

This project is supported in part 
by an award from the National 
Endowment for the Arts.
To find out more about how National 
Endowment for the Arts grants 
impact individuals and 
communities, visit www.arts.gov.

Free to 
Cinema   

Members

Further support for Bellwether provided 
by Dean’s Beans Organic Coffee.

RIDGE
Thu, Mar 19, 7pm
d. John Skoog, 2019, 71 min - Director John Skoog 
turns the camera on the small Swedish village 
where he was born, gathering stories and 
characters from rural Scandanavia and dissecting 
traditional documentary form. Winner of the 
grand prize at the CPH:DOX festival.
Director John Skoog in person.

MY NEIGHBOR TOTORO



NT LIVE: FLEABAG
Sun, Feb 2, 12pm  |  Mon, Mar 2, 7pm
Mon, Apr 27 7pm
d. Vicky Jones, 2019, 100 min - Written and performed by 
Phoebe Waller-Bridge, FLEABAG is a rip-roaring look at 
some sort of woman living her sort of life. Don't miss 
the one-woman show that inspired the hit TV series.

NT LIVE: ALL MY SONS
Mon, Feb 24, 7pm 
d. Jeremy Herrin, 2019, 165 min - Academy Award-winner 
Sally Field and Bill Pullman star in Arthur Miller’s 
blistering drama ALL MY SONS.

BOLSHOI BALLET: GISELLE
Sun, Mar 1, 12pm
music Adolphe Adam, choreography Alexei Ratmansky 
World renowned choreographer Alexei Ratmansky 
brings a fresh perspective to one of the oldest and 
greatest works of classical dance.

NT LIVE: PRESENT LAUGHTER
Sat, Mar 21, 12pm  |  Mon, Mar 30, 7pm
d. Matthew Warchus, 2019, 180 min - Andrew Scott (BBC’s 
Sherlock, Fleabag) stars in Noël Coward’s provocative 
comedy PRESENT LAUGHTER, a giddy and surprisingly 
modern reflection on fame, desire and loneliness.

STAGE RUSSIA: ANNA KARENINA
Tue, Mar 31, 7pm
d. Vicky Jones, 2019, 100 min - ANNA KARENINA is 
presented as a spectacular, breathtaking, high-tech 
musical based on the masterpiece by Leo Tolstoy, 
captured live from the Moscow Operetta Theatre.

NT LIVE: CYRANO DE BERGERAC
Sat, Apr 4, 12pm  |  Mon, Apr 20, 7pm
d. Jamie Lloyd, 2020, 180 min - James McAvoy 
(X-MEN, ATONEMENT) returns to the stage in an 
inventive new adaptation of Cyrano de Bergerac.

NT LIVE: THE LEHMAN TRILOGY
Sat, Apr 11, 12pm
d. Sam Mendes, 2019, 220 min - Academy Award-
winner Sam Mendes (1917, AMERICAN BEAUTY) 
directs Simon Russell Beale, Adam Godley, and Ben 
Miles, who play the Lehman Brothers, their sons, 
and their grandsons.

STAGE RUSSIA: THE BROTHERS 
KARAMAZOV
Sat, Apr 18, 12pm
music Sergei Rachmaninoff, Richard Wagner, Modest 
Mussorgsky, choreography Boris Eifman, 2019, 86 min 
World renowned choreographer Boris Eifman offers 
a remarkable ballet vision of Dostoevsky's novel, 
performed by the Eifman Ballet of Saint Petersburg.

BOLSHOI BALLET: SWAN LAKE
Sun, Apr 19, 12pm
music Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky, choreography Yuri 
Grigorovich, 2020, 165 min - Tchaikovsky’s essential 
masterpiece returns in a new production of the 
most-beloved ballet in the classical canon.

NT LIVE: SMALL ISLAND
Sat, Apr 25, 12pm
d. Rufus Norris, 2019, 210 min - Andrea Levy’s Orange 
Prize-winning novel SMALL ISLAND, which traces 
the tangled history of Jamaica and the UK, comes 
to life in an epic new theatre adaptation.

World Stage 
on Screen

La
te 

Nig
hts

THE LOVE WITCH
Fri, Feb 14, 9:45pm
d. Anna Biller, 2016, 121 min - In director Anna Biller's 
love letter to the technicolor thrillers of the '60s, a 
modern-day witch uses spells and magic to get men to 
fall in love with her, with deadly consequences.

ANIMATION NEXT
Fri, Feb 28, 9:45pm
various directors, 2020, 88 min - Showcasing seven bold 
new shorts redefining what’s possible in the medium, 
ANIMATION NEXT takes the audience on a prismatic 
journey ranging from subterranean nightmares to sun-
soaked coming of age stories.

Friday nights at 9:45, join us for the best cult, 
genre, and other outré film. There are too 
many titles to list in this newsletter, but here 
are a few choice cuts. Explore the full lineup 
at our website.

THE BROTHERS KARAMAZOV

SON OF THE WHITE MARE

SMALL ISLAND

NEW FILMS
FROM
GERMANY

THE GOLDFISH

Free to 
Cinema   

Members

BLADE RUNNER: THE FINAL CUT
Fri, Mar 20, 9:45pm
d. Ridley Scott, 1982, 117 min

BLADE RUNNER 2049
Fri, Mar 27, 9:45pm
d. Denis Villeneuve, 2017, 164 min
Don't miss the legendary cult science fiction film 
and its gorgeous, 35-years-in-the-making sequel.

SON OF THE WHITE MARE
Fri, Apr 10, 9:45pm
d. Marcell Jankovics, 1981, 81 min - This great 
psychedelic masterpiece of Hungarian animation 
is part Nibelungenlied, part Yellow Submarine.
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These films are presented by Amherst Cinema 
and the Goethe-Institut Boston, highlighting 
emerging directors and award-winning films 
rarely shown outside Europe. These screenings 
are free to Amherst Cinema Members.

THE GOLDFISH
Sun, Feb 16, 10:30am 
d. Alireza Golafshan, 2019, 111 min, German w/subs
After a car crash that leaves him wheelchair-bound, 
Oliver, an overdriven portfolio manager, is in denial 
about his new circumstances. After befriending a 
group of outcasts at his rehab clinic, he ropes them 
into a scheme to smuggle illegal earnings across 
the Swiss border in this dramatic comedy. 

LARA
Sun, Mar 22, 10:30am 
d. Jan-Ole Gerster, 2020, 98 min, German w/subs
It's Lara's 60th birthday, and she has every reason 
to celebrate: this evening, her son Viktor will give 
the most important piano concert of his career. 
Yet Viktor has been unreachable and Lara is clearly 
unwelcome at his performance. As Lara strives to 
make the concert a succes in spite of it all, events 
start to spiral out of control.

FREE COUNTRY
Sun, Apr 26, 10:30am 
d. Christian Alvart, 2019, 127 min, German w/subs
In the fall of 1992, police inspectors Patrick and 
Markus are sent to a remote corner of the country 
to investigate the disappearance of two teenage 
sisters. In this small town, the effects of the East 
German regime still muddy the waters, and the 
inspectors are greeted by iron silence.



CAROL M. JOHNSON  Executive Director

Friends – 

I’d like to share with you my observations about how the landscape for arts venues has been changing 
in our region. The evolution has been healthy and positive for Amherst Cinema – and also for the arts 
generally. 

These days, people are traveling more often from their homes to venues throughout the valley. People 
seem to be thinking of themselves as citizens of our REGION, living in one town or city, and making 
a rich cultural life throughout the Pioneer Valley. New arts venues have grown up in (or are being 
developed in) Easthampton, Holyoke, Northampton, Turners Falls, and Greenfield, and in many more 
cities and towns. The venues each have their own niches, and seem to be complementing one another. 
We are glad to see this change and the awareness that we are citizens of the Pioneer Valley (and of the 
world). “A rising tide lifts all boats!”   

Amherst Cinema draws most heavily from a 25-mile radius (see the map below) and offers a rich 
mixture of screen-based programming that is unique to our region. Our nonprofit theater is grateful to 
you – for your support as patrons, Members and donors. YOU make it all happen.

THANK YOU!

Carol M. Johnson
cjohnson@amherstcinema.org
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From Behind The Screen

Films of Kelly Reichardt
CERTAIN WOMEN
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This map shows the distribution of 
some of our 6,500+ Members in Western 
Massachusetts and neighboring states.
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Science on Screen®

FANTASTIC FUNGI


