
science • on • screen
Unexpected pairings of current, cult and documentary film with lively introductions 
by notable experts in science, technology and medicine. 
Each film is used as a jumping off point for discussion by a compelling speaker, offering opportunities to 
explore and think about science, technology and medicine in new ways. The perfect combination of 
entertainment and enlightenment! 

Groundhog Day  Director: Harold Ramis (1993)
Mon Feb 3 @7pm
An arrogant and self-centered TV weatherman (Bill Murray) is given a hated assignment 
covering Groundhog Day and finds himself in a time loop, living the same day over and over. 
SPEAKER:  Dr. Kannan Jagannathan, Professor of Physics, Amherst College
TOPIC:  Time travel, time loops, and the laws of physics.

Grizzly Man  Director: Werner Herzog (2005)
Mon March 31 @ 7pm
Herzog chronicles the life and death of grizzly bear activist Timothy Treadwell, who was killed 
by grizzlies in 2003 while living among the bears in Alaska. A fascinating portrait of a complex 
figure who believed the bears trusted him and would allow him to share their habitat. 

SPEAKER:  Dr. Richard Halgin, Clinical Psychologist, Professor of Psychology, UMass Amherst

TOPIC:  Was Treadwell a nature lover, an eccentric 
narcissist, or a mentally ill person?

Coriolanus
Thurs Jan 30  @ 7pm
Sat Feb 15      @ 1pm 

The Donmar Warehouse 
production of Shakespeare’s 
searing tragedy of political 
manipulation and revenge, 
starring Tom Hiddleston (The 
Avengers, War Horse (film)) in 
the title role.

War Horse
Thurs Feb 27  @ 7pm
Sun  March 2 @ 1pm 
Tues March 11 @ 7pm
Sat April 12     @ 1pm

Based on Michael Morpurgo’s 
novel, War Horse takes 
audiences on an extraordinary 
journey from the fields of rural 
Devon to the trenches of World 
War I France.

King Lear
Thurs May 1 @ 7pm
Mon May 12  @ 7pm
Sat June 7   @ 1pm

Academy Award® winner Sam 
Mendes directs Simon Russell 
Beale (Timon of Athens, 
Collaborators) in Shakespeare’s 
play about a proud king’s 
descent into madness.
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//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Revel in the stunning visuals and colorful stories of Italian cinema, 
introduced by Dr. Carolyn Anderson, Professor Emerita, UMass 
Amherst (Sunday screenings only). 

Umberto D  Director: Vittorio De Sica (1953)
Sun Feb 9 @7pm & Thurs Feb 13 @ 7pm
A heartbreakingly beautiful neo-realist film about an elderly 
pensioner’s struggle to satisfy his basic needs.

The Leopard  Director: Luchino Visconti (1963)

Sun March 9 @7pm & Thurs March 13 @ 7pm
Burt Lancaster masterfully portrays a prince at the decline 
of Italy’s ruling class in the 1860s.

La Dolce Vita  Director: Federico Fellini (1960)

Sun April 6 @7pm & Thurs April 10 @ 7pm
A week in the life of a  journalist in Rome, and his unsatisfied 
search for love amidst the insanity of celebrity culture.

The Conformist  Director: Bernardo Bertolucci (1970)

Sun May 4 @7pm & Thurs May 8 @ 7pm
Witness the cold treachery of a Fascist secret policeman who 
aspires toward ‘a normal life’ by betraying his companions. 

Mid August Lunch  Director: Gianni Di Gregorio (2008)

Sun June 8 @7pm & Thurs June 12 @ 7pm
An utterly charming tale of good food, feisty ladies and unlikely 
friendships during a very Roman holiday.

This series is made possible by generous 
financial support from Fred and Edith Byron.

Inside: Encore screenings of NT LIVE favorites (p. 2) 

2014 Winter/Spring
Productions

Plays from Britain’s 
National Theatre, 
captured live and 
broadcast on our 
screen.

As a nonprofit, our excellent programming is only 
possible because of your generous support.

Members enjoy ticket discounts, 
free concessions & much more!

Join, renew, or tell a friend
today!

To join, visit:
amherstcinema.org/
membership

amherstcinema
Film • Education • Community  
Nonprofit and independent!
The region’s premiere destination for independent, world and classic cinema.

SPRING

2014

Rare Baseball Films with Dave Filipi
A LIVE multimedia presentation with footage 
from the Baseball Hall of Fame archives. 
Mon March 10 @ 5pm & 7:30pm

With spring training just 
around the corner, what 
better way to celebrate our 
national pastime than by
reliving some of its 
greatest moments?

Baseball superfan Dave 
Filipi delivers a thoughtfully 
curated program of rare 
Baseball films culled from 
the Baseball Hall of Fame 
vaults. 

See golden-age footage of 
Ted Williams, Yogi Berra, Pee 
Wee Reese, Ernie Banks and 
Roberto Clemente. Watch 
a highlight reel of the 1958 
Boston Red Sox and vintage 
newsreels and commercials 
spanning the 1920s into the 
1970s.

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Anita Ekberg in La Dolce Vita
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people of the Book 
Film & Discussion Series
People of the Book is a periodic gathering to discuss themes in 
Jewish literature. This film series extends the same scholar-led 
discussion format to thoughtfully paired texts and films. 
All books are available at Amherst Books.

The Natural   Director:  Barry Levinson (1984)
Tues April 22 @ 7pm
Robert Redford famously plays Roy Hobbs, a pitcher with 
great “natural” talent whose career spanned decades of 
triumphs and heartbreaks. 

TEXT:  The Natural by Bernard Malamud

SPEAKER: Dr. Ilan Stavans, Professor, Amherst College

Amherst Cinema shows current-release film on four screens every day. Check our website and join our weekly e-newsletter.
www.amherstcinema.org

Italian Film



From Behind The Screen Spring 2014
Carol M. Johnson, Executive Director

Friends:  

In 2014, we’ll be offering an even greater array of first-run film and special 
programs than ever – and we thought 2013 was remarkable, with nearly 200 
films in 15 different languages!

Current Release Film • We often say there’s never a shortage of superb film 
– indeed, there’s never a dark night on any of our four screens.  Some of our 
first-run films have big promotional budgets behind them, so you know you 
want to see them.  But we also work hard to find small gems that you may not 
have known about or realized you wanted to see.  We enjoy hearing that you 
trust our film selection.  (But if you think we blew it with a film choice, we can 
take that news, too!)   

Special Events and Series • As each year passes, we offer more special programs, in addition to our 
first-run films.  We often work with scholars, filmmakers and other artists, the Five College institutions, 
schools, museums, and other respected nonprofits in presenting these programs.  This newsletter 
describes many of our upcoming events and series, but please check our website or sign up online for 
our weekly enewsletter, to get the latest news.  We add programs every month.  

See-Hear-Feel-Film • We’re proud to be in our third year offering this powerful 21st century literacy 
program for third graders (see p. 4). 

Alternative Content • Since we opened our doors in 2006, more “alternative content” has become 
available.  So our screens aren’t just for film anymore.  We hunt for engaging, screen-based programs, 
such as Dave Filipi’s live multi-media baseball presentation on March 10th.  

Britain’s National Theatre • We invite you to watch a play captured live from Britain’s National Theatre and 
broadcast onto our big screen.  My personal tip:  give Frankenstein a try.  We all believe we know this tale, 
because we’re familiar with the popular (schlock!) TV and movie renditions.  But this NT LIVE production 
is a deeply moving story that asks profound questions resonating to this day: What is “life” and who 
should have the power to create it? And what responsibilities do humans have to other creatures?  

See you at the cinema!  (If you see me, please introduce yourself and say “hello.”)

cjohnson@amherstcinema.org
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Musical Sing Along!
West Side Story (1961)
Mon April 14 @ 7pm
Directors: Jerome Robbins, Robert Wise

Sing along with the beloved musical that 
brought Romeo and Juliet to the asphalt 
jungle of New York City.

The Miyazaki Festival Returns!
The beloved Oscar-winning Japanese director/animator played to sold-out 
audiences during last Spring’s festival. We’ve brought back some favorites!
In Japanese with English subtitles.

Castle In The Sky (1986) Sun Jan 26 @ 2pm & Wed Jan 29 @ 7pm
A girl with a mysterious pendant falls out of the sky, where she is discovered by 
a lad who aids her in a search for a legendary floating island with great power.

Princess Mononoke (1997) Sun Feb 2 @ 2pm & Wed Feb 5 @ 7pm
A young warrior’s quest to break a fatal curse leads him deep into a sacred 
forest where he encounters its fierce protectress.  

Nausicaä of the Valley of the Wind (1984)
Sun Feb 9 @ 2pm & Wed Feb 12 @ 7pm
Set in an ecologically devastated future, Nausicaä is a princess whose love and 
curiosity for the natural world lead her on a dangerous quest to save humanity. 

My Neighbor Totoro (1988) Sun Feb 23 @ 2pm & Wed Feb 26 @ 7pm
Two children discover that the forests surrounding their rural home are habitat 
to gentle but powerful (and adorable) Totoros, creatures only visible to children.

Pioneer Valley 
Jewish Film
Festival

Aftermath (2013)
Tues April 1 @ 7pm
Director/Writer: Wladyslaw Pasikowski

Two Polish brothers begin restoring the 
tombstones of Jews massacred in 1941, 
but not everyone wants their history 
unearthed.

The New York Film Critics Series

This ongoing series offers sneak 
previews of some of the best upcoming 
feature films, along with live and 
pre-recorded interviews of stars and 
creators.

Check amherstcinema.org for upcoming 
titles. Sneak previews offered monthly.

National Theatre Live (encores of favorite past productions)

Hamlet
Mon Feb 10 @ 7pm
Sat Feb 22  @ 1pm

Rory Kinnear is Hamlet in 
this modern-day production 
of Shakespeare’s complex 
and profound play about the 
human condition.

The Habit of Art
Tues Feb 18 @ 7pm

Alan Bennett’s play about 
the friendship between 
Benjamin Britten and W. H. 
Auden.

Frankenstein
Cumberbatch as Creature:

Mon March 3   @ 7pm
Sat, March 8   @ 1pm
Jonny Lee Miller as Creature:

Mon March 24 @ 7pm
Sat March 29  @ 1pm

Oscar-winner Danny Boyle 
directs Benedict Cumber-
batch and Jonny Lee Miller 
in alternating roles as Victor 
Frankenstein and his 
Creature.

Jazz à la Mode
Jazz films with expert commentary 
by NEPR jazz host Tom Reney. Live jazz 
music begins the evening.

Tradition Is A Temple (2011)
Mon April 28 @7pm
A modern look at traditional New 
Orleans music that draws upon the 
city’s unique heritage.

Film TBA Mon June 2 @7pm

Unique, campy, and classic films 
with unpredictable activities and 
contests every Friday at 10pm.

Titles available at amherstcinema.org.

See • Hear • Feel • Film Spring 2014
We have become a visual society, constantly barraged with images on TV, the Internet, and on 
screens everywhere. Teaching our children how to interpret these images has become one of 
society’s most pressing concerns. That’s why Amherst Cinema is proud to offer See•Hear• Feel• 
Film, a compelling program for third graders that teaches children vital 21st century literacy skills.  

 Over 1,100 children (55 classes) come to Amherst Cinema from all over 
the Pioneer Valley for the program.  They watch, analyze and dis-

cuss short films from around the world, then break into small groups, 
creating and presenting their own stories using the same storytelling 
techniques filmmakers use.

Students learn that films are moving stories, that books and films have much in common (such as 
characters who have different motivations and perspectives), and that dialogue and descriptive 

detail make the stories come alive.

The films range from a one-minute animated film created by an 11-year old to an eight-minute film clip 
about a boy who attends a school for the blind in Tehran. The films were carefully selected to help the  

 children see the world from different perspectives.

See•Hear•Feel•Film at Amherst Cinema is led by Jake Meginsky, our Education Specialist, a born communicator with a passion for 
teaching 21st century literacy skills and a remarkable ability to engage and inspire young minds.  

Over half of the children come from underserved school districts, and all come on scholarship. 
The program is supported by Amherst Cinema memberships and our Annual Fund, and by 
donations.  Make a gift in support of the program!  Donate online, www.amherstcinema.org.

We invite you to observe a See•Hear•Feel•Film program in action.  Email Jake to make a 
reservation:  jmeginsky@amherstcinema.org
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Environmental Series
If You Build It Director: Patrick Creadon (2014)
Tues March 18 @ 7pm

Presented with The Hitchcock Center for The Environment

Explore one of America’s most innovative classrooms where students, with input from 
professional architects, design and build projects to transform their struggling community.

Intro & discussion with Chris Riddle, Architect, Kuhn Riddle Architects.

Bottle Rocket (1996)
Sun March 16 @ 2pm
Wed March 19 @ 7pm
Director: Wes Anderson

Indie director Wes Anderson introduced 
his signature storytelling style with this 
debut about two friends’ bumbling 
petty heist attempt. 

Family Week! Feb 14-23
The Zigzag Kid (2014)
(see www.amherstcinema.org for show times) Director: Vincent Bal
Nono longs to be a good detective like his father, a famous police 
inspector, but his overactive imagination constantly gets him into trouble.  
Two days before his bar mitzvah, he is sent off to his uncle’s to be 
disciplined yet again. While traveling, Nono discovers one last chance to 
prove himself. His misadventures lead him to the French Rivera on a crazy 
pursuit that will change his life forever.

Miyazaki Children’s Festival 
$3 matinees! Dubbed in English for young audiences.

Kiki’s Delivery Service (1989)
Mon Feb 17, Wed Feb 19, Thurs Feb 20 @ 2pm
Kiki, a shy young witch, moves to the big city with her talkative black cat. 
Kiki’s only skill is flying a broom, but she isn’t perfect. She begins a delivery 
service for a local bakery where her abilities are soon tested.

Porco Rosso (1992)
Sun Feb 16, Tues Feb 18, Fri Feb 21 @ 2pm
A curse transforms an Italian World War I flying ace, now living as a freelance 
bounty hunter, into an anthropomorphic pig.


